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‘Behold I stand at the door, and kaock ; ifany man hear 
‘ my voice, and open the door, I will come into him, and will 
‘sup with him, and he with me.’ 


‘And the Spirit and the Bride say, Come. And let him that 


‘heareth, say, Come. And let him that is athirst, comes 
‘and whosoever wili, let him take the waters of life freely.’ 


CONCORD: 
Published by Daniel Cocledge, and for sale at his 
Wholesale & Retail Book-Stores 
| 1613, 


ch 
| 
| 
| 
i 
a 
} 
\ 
; 
pls 
~ “at } 
i 
| 
« 
| 
4 { 
- 
\ 


‘That v hich is chiefly aimed at in proposing these following 
QUERIES, is, 1st, to assert the honor and glory of the Holy 


Omnipotent GOD; who was by hiimself proclaimed ‘The 


Lord, the Lord GOD, merciful and: gracious, long-suffering, 


_ and abundant in goodness and truth; keeping mercy for thou-. 


sands, forgiving iniquity, and transgression, and sin,’ Exod. 
xxxiv. 6, 7. But whetherit beto honor GOD, by the present- 
_ ing him as the Author of all the sin and iniquity of all kinds 
that have been committed since the. foundation of the world, 


Tleave to the unprejudiced reader to judge: For if GOD hath 


decreed whatever cometh to pass, as this doctrine suggests, 
how can it be otherwise ? 


Qdly, To manifest my duty and love to my neighbors, hoping — 


it will be readily granted, we are not under the law, but under 
grace; according as sais written, ‘The law was given by Mo- 
ses, but grace and t 
and therefore ought to come further than the Levitical l.w, 


wherein it was written, ‘Thou shalt not see thy brother’s ox or © 


his sheep go astray,’ &c. -Deut. xxii. 1. But how muchisa 
man better than an ox or sheep, seeing the soul of man is im- 
‘mortal, and must either be capable of joy and felicity, or wo 
“and misery, world without end? And cherefore I dare not 

sew pillows under the arm-holes of any, nor deal with flattery, 


nor fear the frowns of such as Iam engaged with; knowing | 


if I strive to please men, I shall not be the servant of Christ. 
Sily. Toclear my own soul ef the blood of such, by giving 
them warning, according to the saying of the Lord te the proph- 
et, ‘If thou warn the wicked of his way, toturn from it; if 
he do not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity, but 
thou hast delivered thy soul.’ Ezek, xxxiil. 9.° 
When I undertook to write, I did intend brevity, but could 


not compose it soshort as I desired, and ve intelligible in the | 


raatter; but if the reader do but seriously consider the greatest 


part is Scripture, and worthy to be observed, and which we’ 


ought to have a reverend esteem of, in general, but more es- 
pecially of that which was spoken by GOD, and our Lord Je- 


sus Christ, with the sayings of the prophets; and the doctrine 


of the apostles, who understood the mind of Christ; and asin 
seriousness it isread, and prejudice kept out, so it may be of 


benefit: Which is the sincere desire of a lover of the souls of 


all men. 


th came by Jesus Christ.’ John i. 17. 
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God was it the beginning to 
wiles Adam in the likeness of himself, and place 
him in the garden of Eden, im a state of innocency, 
holiness, purity, and wisdom, that he could give 
names to all cattle, and to the fowls of the air, and 
to every beast ot the field, according to their na- — 
tures; and God saw all that he had made was very 
good, and he gave mankind dominion over the — 
works of his hands; as the Psalmist, speaking of 
the dignity wherein man was placed, in the admi- — 
ration of God's great goodness to man, saith, Thou 
hast crowned him with glory and honor; thou 
madest him to have dominion over the works of 
thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet,” 
Psalm viii. 5, 6..——Now, whether was Adam’s loss 
and fall, by reason of God’s absolute decree from 
eternity, or by reason of his own transgression ! e 
it should be said, By reason of God’s absolute 
decree ; how doth it contradict God’s sentence pro- 
nounced upon him, Gen. iii. 17. ‘Because thou 
hast hearkened to the voice of thy wife, and hast | 
eaten of the tree of which I commanded thee, of 
ing, Thou shalt not eat of it?? 
Query 2. Whether Cain had not a day of visit: 
ation given him of God, and conditionally accept- 
ance with him: According to that saying by the 
Lord unto him, ‘Why art thou wroth, and why is 
thy countenance fallen? Ifthou dost well, thou 
shalt be accepted, (louvk in the old translation) but 
if thou dost not well, sin lieth atthe door.’ Gen. 
iv. 6, 7.-Now if we say, the acceptance is by an 
eternal absolute decree, and not in the well doing, 
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is not this to contrac: God himself, and conse- 
quently no less than blasphemy ? ? 


Query 3. Whether Esau was rejected by an 


eternal absolute decree, before he sold his birth- 


right? Seeing the apostle saith, ‘For ye know how | 


that afterward, when he would have inherited the 


blessing, he was rejected ; for he found no place | 


of repentance, though he sought it carefully with 

tears, Hel. xi. 17.—Now perhaps | shall here 
meet with an objection, because it was said unto 
Rebecca, ‘The elder shall serve the younger ; as it 
is written, Jacob have [ loved, and Esau have I 
hated,’ Rom. ix. 12, 13.—But why Esau was 


hated, read Obadiah, ‘the first chapter, atid 10th. 


verse., ‘For thy violence against thy brother Jacob, 


_ shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be cut off 


forev-r.’ That sentence, ‘Jacob have I loved, and 


"Esau have I hated,’ was written by Malachi, lorig 
after this time ; but that which was spoken of them 
before they were born, was, ‘the elder shail serve 
the younger ;’ which sentence may also be takenaile- 
gorically, relating to the first and second birth spoken 
of to Nicodemus by our blessed Lord, Jolin iii. 5. 
viz. ‘Verily, verily I say unto thee, Except a man 
be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God ;’ and seeing Christ our 
L.ord layeth the whole stress of entering into the 


kingdom of God, upon being born again ofthe second - 


birth, well might i it be said, ‘The elder shall serve 
the younger,’ or the first nature give way to the 

second ; seeing that by the former ‘we are all chil- 

dren of wrath,” as the apostle saith, ‘even as others,” 
Eph. ii. 3. So while mankind remaineth | in this, 
he is in the state of reprebation ; but when the first 
nature or birth giveth place to the second, and man- 
kind comes to be born again of that seed that is 
‘incorruptible by the word of God, which liveth and, 
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abideth forever,’ 1 Peter j i. 23, he is in a state of 
election, and loved of God, which answers to that 
sentence, ‘Jacob have I loved,’ &c. And likewise 
as the apostle speaketh concerning Ishmael and 
Isaac, which things, saith he, are an allegory, for 
these are the two covenants; the one from mount 


Sinai, which gendreth to bondage, which is Agar, 


&c. But Jerusalem which ts above is free, which 


~ is the mother of us all, Gal. iv. 24,26. . Which al- 


so relates to the second birth, and what we should 


all be born of, if the children of election or promise; 


but as the apostle said, ‘As then, he that was born 
after the flesh, persecuted him that was born after 


the Spirit ; even so it is now, nevertheless what. 


saith the scripture $ Cast out the bond-woman and 


her son, for the son of the bond-woman shail not be 


heir with the son of the free-woman,’. verse 29, 30. 
Which is as much as to say, The first nature in 


which we are children-of wrath, cannot be heir of 
the kingdom.of God ; but suchas know the second 
to have dominion, which is that freedom and lib- 


erty, the same apostle exhorteth the Galatians stand 
fast in, saying, wherewith here ‘Christ hath made 
us free,’ Gal. v. 1.—Perhaps I may also. meet with 
an objection, because it was said unto Pharaoh, 
‘For this cause have EF raised thee up, for to shew 
in thee my power, and that my name may be de- 


elared throughout all the earth,’ Exod. ix. 16. 


But wherefore it was so said, may be seen in Ex- 


—odus iii. viz. ‘And the Lord said, I have. ~ 


surely seen the affliction of my people which are in 
Egypt, and have heard their cry, by reason of their 
task-masters ;. for I know their sorrows, and I am 


come down to deliver them out of the hand of the. 


Egyptians, and I have also seen the oppression 

wherewith the Egyptians oppress them ;’ and Mo- 

ses.and Aaron were sent unto Pharaoh, to declare 
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God’s mind concerning his people ; but when he 


would not hearken unto them, but said, ‘Whois _ 
the Lord, that I should obey his voice, to let Is- 


raelgo? I know not the Lord, neither will I let 


Israel go,’ Exod. v. 2. When he would not heark- 
~ento the Lord nor obey his voice, then his heart 


was hardened, as the Lord said, ‘I will harden 
Pharaoh’s heart,’ which is the future tense, or the 


time which is to coms, and. therefore not 
eternity. 


Query 4. Whether was it by an 


decree, that Sodom and Gomorrah were destroy- | 


ed? . Seeing the Lord said, ‘Because the cry of 


Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and: because their: 


sin is very grievous, [ will go down now and see 
whether they have done altogether according to the 


_eryofit,” &c. Gen, xviii. 20,21. And.-althoughy 


he found their sin grievous, yet through Abraham’s 


“Intercession he would have spared Sodom, with 
its inhabitants, if there had been but ten righteous. 
persons in it ; and surtly if there had been apy ab-— 
solute decree from eternity for their destrifttion,. 


God would have made it/known. to Abraham, and 
when he so reverently interceded for them, would: 


rather have told him, I have decreed their destruc- 
tion, than so far have condescendedtohim,till it came 


to the number of ten righteous persons ; seeing the 
Lord said, ‘Shail I hide from Abraham, that thing 
which Gen. xviii. 17. 


Query Why shéuld'the Lord: give hie poo- 


ple conditional acceptance with him, as may be. 
understood by calling unto Moses out ‘of the moun- 
tain, saying, ‘fhus shalt thou say unto the house of 
Jacob, and teil the children of Israel, ve have seen 
what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you 
as on eagles’ wings, and brought you unto myself 5. 

now therefore if ye will obey my voice indeed, and, 
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keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treas- 


‘ure unto me?’ Exod. xix. 3. 4,5. So they entered: 


into covenant with the Lord, and said, ‘All that the 


Lord hath spoken, we will do,’ verse 8 Not- 


withstanding they rebelled against him, and their 
carcasses feil in the wilderness, and therefore 


whether was it by an eternal absolute decree ; or 
because of their rebellion? IZfso, how by this doc- 
trine do they make God the greatest of dissemblers, © 
viz. To make a covenant with his people, concern- 
ing that which he made impossible for them to- 
have the benefit of? ; 
| Query 6. Whether Corah, Dathan, and Abi- 
ram’s destruction, was because of thej 


--rébellion,. 
eternity? 


or because it was absolutely decreed ff 


If it should be said, Because it was absolutely de- 
creed frem eternity ; how doth that contradict Mo- 
ses, who said, ‘If these men die the common 
of all men, then the Lord hath not sent me: but 

the Lord make a new thing, and the earth open her 


mouth and swallow them up, with all that appertain 
to them, and they go down quick into the pit, then 
ye shall understand that these men have provoked 
the Lord,’ Num. xvi. 29, 30. which they could not. 
do from eternity, before they had a being. 

- Query 7% Wherefore shouid Moses say to the 
children of Israel, ‘I cali heaven and earth to re- 
cord this day against you, thatI have set before: 
you life and death, blessing and cursing, therefore 
choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live, 
that thou mayest love the Lord thy God, and that 


thou mayest obey his voice, and cleave unto him.’ 


Deut. xxx. 19, 20; Now we see upon such and 
such conditions, they might have had life, and the: 
blessing ; otherwise death, and the curse was to be 
their portion. Why should Moses say, ‘Choose 
life,’ if ithad been impossible for them to choose: 
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it, and if their destruction had been absolutely de- 

creed from eternity, it would have been impossible, 
according to this doctrine. | 

Query 8 Morecver when Moses had told 


shew what curses should befail them, like the over- — 


throw of Sodom and Gomorrah, as may be read at 
large in Deut, 29th chapter; so that the nations 
should say, ‘Wherefore hath the Lord done thus 
unto this land? What meaneth the heat of this 
great anger? Then men shall say, beeause they 
have-forsaken the covenant of the Lord God of 
their fathers,’ &c.—verse 24,. 25. But if it was 
absolutely decreed from eternity, might it not rath- 
er be saidyit was no desert of theirs, they could no 
way avoid@it ; God's absolute decree from eternity 
brought it “Npon. them.; see how by this doctrine 


man’s destruction is laid upon God, contrary to_ 


‘the saying of the Lord by tie prophet, viz. ‘O Is- 
rael, thou hast destroyed but in me is 
help.’ Hosea xitt. 9... 

Query 9. Why should leche when he was: 
near to draw his last breath, thus direct his speech 
to the children of Israel, and say,. ‘Behold this day 
Iam going the way of all the earth, and ye know 
in ali your hearts, and-in ail-your souls, that net 


one thing hath failed of ail the good things which 
the Lord your God hath spoken concerning you,” 


all are come to pass unto you, and not one thing 
hath, failed thereof ; therefore it shall come to pass, 


that as all good things are come upon you, which | 


the Lord your God. promised you ; so shall the 


Lord bring upon you all evil things, until he hath | 


destroyed you.’ Josh. xxiil. 14, 15. 


The first was upon condition that they took good 


heed to theirselves, and that they loved the Lord 
their God; and the latter when they transgressed. 


the covenant of the Lord their. God, and served. 
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Other gods ; Joshua, . although filled ‘with the Spirit 


of wisdom and courage, and had such access to the 


throne of God, as at his request the sun stood still 
for the space ofa whole day, he did not tcll the 
children of Israel, first, That it was because they 
were of the number of God’s elect, from all eterni- 
ty, surely if 7 had been so, God would have made 
it known to him, that not one thing hath failed of 
all the good things ; and secondly, that they were 
not of the elect, but.of that number that were un- 


der eternal reprobation, that all the evil things. 


should come upon them; for according to this doc- 
trine, they must be one’'while this, and another 


that, unless they would deny Joshua’s dying words; 


who told the people how they might chuse the good | 
and reject the évil, but if it was impossible by God's 


absolute decree, to chuse good, &c. then Joshua’s ex- 
hortation was in vain # 


Query 10. Why should Deborah thus say in lian 
song, ‘Curse ye Meroz (said the angel of the Lord) 
curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof, because 
they came not to the help of the Lord, against the 
mighty,’ Judges v. 23. if it was so decreed that 
they could not? Was it not hard measure to be 
so bitterly cursed, for not doing that which was 
impossible 2? And according to this doctrine it 
WaAS SO. | 

Suery.11. What was the reason taat Hannah 
should thus say, “Pne Lord is a God of knowledge, 
and by him actions are weighed ?? iSam. i 3. 
And doth net rather say, He'taketh no notice of the 
actions of mankind, whether good or bad? For 
according to this doctrine it cannot be otherwise. 
And how: doth this also lead into a dissolute life,. 
void of true fear, or drawn into despair Ihave 
seen the man that was under exercise of mind for 
the good of his soul, and amongst others he went 
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to hear sermons, and he heard one hold forth for 


doctrine, ‘That, such as belong to the election of 


grace, snould be pluckt as a brand out of the fire, 
or as with a threefold cord ;’ believing such doc- 


: trine, he run into a dissolute life: and one took no- 


tice ef itto be worse than before, and spake to him 
concerning it; and told him of the time when it 
was better with him; and his reply was, ‘If God 
will have me, let him fetch me with a threefold 


cord;’ inas much as there was n@ need for him to 
_ be concerned, and if he should, it would be to no 


purpose ;—now whether the doctrine of this preach- 


er did not some way occasion the poor man’s disso- — 


luteness and desperate resolution, deserves to be 
considered. 

Query 12. Is not this doctrine of absolute rep- 
robation, contrary to the message that the man of 
God came with to old Eli, in the name of the Lord? 


1 Samuel ii. 30. ‘For them that honor me, I will 
honor ; and they that despise me, shall be lightly 


esteemed. 

Suery 13. Wherefore should David say, ‘The 
Lord rewarded me according te my righteousness, 
according to the cleanness of my hands, hath he 


‘recompensed me?’ 2 Sam. xxii. 1. And doth 
not rather say, Because of God’s absolute decree 


~— eternity he hath rewarded me ? 

. Query 14. Now if tnere had been such a de- 
cree, why should David so commani his son Sole- 
mon to keep ‘the charge of the Lord his God, to 


walk in his ways, to keep his statutes and his com- 


mandinents, &e. that the Lord may continue his 


word which he spake concerning me, saying, if thy 


children take heed to their way to walk before me 


in truth, with all their heart, and with all their soul, 


there shall not fail thee aman on the throne of 
Israel? 1 Kings i. 3,4. May we not see here 
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that the Lord promised it upon.condition, but the 
condition was not observed ; so whether must the 
fault have been, on God’s part or man’s, if there 
was such an absolute decree before man had a being, 
that he should trans egress By this is not God 
made the author of man’s Sronmyeeneten, and what 
less can that be than blasphemy ? | 

Query 15. And whether was Ahab’s destruc- 
tion prenounced upon him, 1 Kings xxi. by reason 
of the eternai decree, or because he had so highly 
provoked the Lord, in the matter of Naboth? If it 
should be said, because God had decreed he should 
do so wickedly, that he might destroy him ;. how 
doth this doctrine make God the author of N aboth’s 


-murder ; and not only Naboth’s, but of all the mur- 
and bloodshed from Abel? Wherefore must 


Ahab be punished, for that he could no way avoid? 
Oh! my soul, come not thou into their secret, nei- 


~ ther take hold of their paths, who teach such doc- 


trige. 

Query 16. Now if there had biain = an ab- 
solute decree from eternity, why would David have 
expressed himself on this wise ; ‘And thou Solo- 


. mon, my son, know thou the God of thy father, and 


serve him with a perfect heart, and with a willing | 
mind ; for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and under- 
standeth all the imaginations of the thoughts ; if 
thou seck him, he will be found of thee ; but if thou 
forsake him, he will cast thee off forever.’ 1 Chron. 
xxviii. 9. Now if the acceptance was by the de- 
cree -before mentioned, what need was there for 
David soto command his son, and plainly shew 
upon what conditions God would be found of him? 

Query 17. If tkere had been such an absolute 


_ decree, why did the Spirit of God ccme upon Aza- 
' riah; so that he went outto meet Asa, and said 
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unto him, ‘Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah and 
Benjamin, the Lord is with you, while ye be with 
him ; and if ye seek him, he will be found of you ; 
but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you?’ 2 Chro. 
xv. 1,2. Now whether is man’s destruction by an 


| eternal absolute decree, or for want of seeking the | 


Lord, seeing he will be found of those that seek 
him? And likewise did not Ezra confirm it in 
these words, ‘The hand of our God is upon all them 
for good that seek him, but bis power and his wrath 
is against all them that forsake him?’ And said he, 
‘So we fasted and besought our God for this, and 
he was entreated of us.’ Ezra vili. 22,23. Nowif 
it had been absolutely decreed trom eternity, what 
need of so much fasting and seeking God? And 
also Nehemiah said cn this wise unto the Lord, 


‘Remember, I beseech thee, the word thou com- | 


mandest thy servant Moses, saying, If ye transgress, 
I will scatter you abroad among the-nations ; but if 
ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, and 
do. them, tho’ there were of you cast out unto the 


uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them 


from thence, and will bring them into the place that 
I have chosen to set my name there.’ Neh. 1. 8, 9. 
May not we see that there are always conditions 
required, which, if observed, men are accepted of 
God; and if not observed, they are rejected? 
‘Wass is then the absolute decree ? | 

Query 18. Whether that decree the Psalmist 


sake of, doth not signify God’s universal love to 


mankind.?, viz. ‘1 will declare the decree, the Lord. 
_ hath said‘unto me, thou art my son, this day have I 


begotten thee ; ask of me, and I shall give thee the. 


heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession.’ Psal. ii. 7, 8 
Now if the heathen are given for an inheritance, 
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‘and the uttermost parts of th the earth for a possessioit, 
‘to the Son of God. Where is then the numbey 
‘that is absolutely decreed from eternity for damna- 
‘tion? 
/. Query 19. Whether the saying of the wise man 
| doth not signify God’s universal love to mankind? 
| vize ‘Wisdom crieth without, she uttereth her voice ae 
inthe streets: She crieth in the chief'place of con- 
course; in the openings of the gates, inthe city she 
uttereth her words, saying, how long, ye simple 
ones, will ye love simplicity, and the scorners de- 
light in scorning, and fools:hate knowledge? Turn 
‘you at my reproof, behold I will pour cut my Spirit 
unto you, I will make known my words unto you.” | 
Prov. i. 20, 21,22, 23. Nowif the simple, and 
the scorners, and the fools, upon condition of turn-— 
ing at the voice of wisdom, had the promise of the 
pouring forth of the Spirit, which undoubtedly was 
able to work a change in their hearts, according to 
_ the saying of the prophet, ‘when the Spirit shall be 
poured upon us from on high, the wilderness shall 
~ become a fruitful field, &c. Isai. xxxii. 15. Where 
is then the number. that i is absolutely decreed from 
eternity for damnation? But if it should be ob- 
jected, although wisdom did cry to the very worst 
of men, as-it appéars ; yet, such as were absolutely 
predestinated to damnatien, could not turn at her 
reproof ; would not this render Goda hard master, 
and also a mocker of such as wisdom called to, as 
first to make it impossible by his absolute decree, 
and then call to them to do that which he had made 
Impossible? 
| Query 20. Why should the wise man say, ‘Let 
us hear the conclusion of the whole matter, fear God 
and keep his commandments ; for this is the whole | 
' duty of man. For God shall bring every work in- 
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to judgment, with every y secret thing, whether itbe 


good, or whether it be evil #?_ Eccles. xii. 13, 14. 


_ For if God by his absolute decree has made it im- 


possible for the preatest part of mankind to fear 


him, and keep his commandments, and yet will 
‘bring every work to judgment, whether good or 


evil, would not this also render him unmerciful ; to 
bring such under judgment from doing evil, to 


- whom he made it impossible to do good, or to fear 


him, and - -keep his. commandments ? 
Query 21. And again, do not the words of the 


prophet Isaiah prove God’s universal love to man- 
kind? viz. ‘It is a light thing that thou shouldest be 


my servant, to raise.up the tribes of Jacob, and to 
restore the preserved of Israel; I will also give thee 


‘for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my 


salvation unto the ends of the earth.’ Isai. xlix. 6. 


And if Christ is for salvation to the ends of the 


earth ; as Isaiah saith in another place, ‘Look unto 
me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth, &c. 
Isai. xlv. 22. Where is the number that is ab- 
solutely decreed from eternity for damnation ? 
Query 22. If it had been absolutely decreed 


from eternity, wherefore should the prophet Jere- 


miah be commanded by the Lerd, to proclaim the 


desolation of the Jews for their sins, and say, ‘Hear 
ye the word of the Lord, O kings of Judah, ahd in- 


habitants of Jerusalem, thus saith the Lord of hosts, 


the God of Israel, Behold, I will bring evil upon this 


place, the which whosoever heareth, his ears shall 
tingle ; because they have forsaken me, (but not be- 
cause of an absolute decree from eternity) and filled 
this place with the blood. of innocents.; they have 


buitt also the high places of Baal, to burn their sons. 


with fire, for burnt-offerings unto Baal, which I 
commanded not, nor spake it, neither came it inte 
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my mind.’ Jere, xix. 3, 4,5. Now by this doth is 


not appear, that God geer decreed the burning of 
their sons, although it Came to pass: but according 


to this absolute predestinarian doctrine, how is God 
made guilty of the blood of these poor innocents, 


notwithstanding | he had declared by his prophet, he 


commanded it not, hor spake it, neither. came it in- | 


tohismind’ 
Query 23. Moreower, how is that say ing of the 


prophet Ezekiel, contradictory to that doctrine of 


absolute reprobation vizs “Say unto thenr, as 
live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the 


death of the wieked, but ‘that the wicked turn from 
his way and live.’ Ezek. xxxiii. 11. Now is there 
any thing more certain than that God liveth 2 ? And 
therefore will it not follow, so certain it is that he 
delighteth not in the death of the wicked ? ; 
Query 24. Furthermore, whether God, who is 
long-suffering, gracious, slow to anger, and full of 


“mercy, is not rendered by this doctrine less merciful 
than Nebuchadnezzar? who although he cast the 
servants of the most high God into the fire, yet he 
| commanded them first to be brought before him, 


and said unto them, ‘Is it true, O Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego? Do ye not serve my 
Gods, nor worship the golden image, which I have 
setup? Now if ye be ready, that at what time ye 
hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye 
fall down and worship the image, which I have 
made, well; but if ye worship not, ye shal! be cast 
the. same hour i into the midst ofa burning fiery fur- 
nace,’ &c. Dan. iii. 14,15. Here we may see he 
made inquiry at their own mouths, whether the re- 
port he had heard of them was true, yea, or pay ; 
and then offered them a whereby they 
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might escape the casting into the burning fiery fur- 
~ nace ; whereas man hath no @aditions offered him, 

according to this doctrine, in order to his escaping 
eternal miséry, but must be forever. tormented, for 


net doing that which he was never able to do? 


Query 25. Why should the prophet Hosea say, 
‘Hear ye the word of the Lord, ye children of Israel: 


For the Lord hath a controversy with the inhabit- 
ants of the land, because there.is no truth, nor mers 
cy, nor knowledge of God, in the land,’ Hosea: iv. 1. 


If God had absolutely decteed (it) from eternity 


that it should be so, wherefore should his contro 


versy be with them, if they could not do what he 
required of them ? 


Query 26. And again, why did the 


merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness,’ &c. 
Joeli.13. For if they were not in a capacity to 


turn unto the Lord, the prophet S exhortation was 


Invain, * 
Query 27. What was the reason the icine 


Amos said to the children of Israel, seek the Lord 


and ye shall live, Jest he break out Jike fire in the 


house of Joseph, and devour it, and there be none _ 


to quench it in Bethel, Amos v. 6. if it was abso- 
Jutely decreed, that they could not seek him, that 
they might live ? 

Query. 28. Why did the Lord threaten Esau, 
saying, ‘For the violence against thy brother Jacob, 
shame shall. cover thee, and thou shalt be cut off 
forever, i1fthat had not Leen the cause as As rid 


ity Obadiah, verse 


Duery 29, Why. should Tonal give this as a 


reason for his fleeing to Tarshish, when he should — 
have gone to Nineveh, which God spared upon re~ 


rophet Joe! 
_ say, ‘Rent your hearts, and not your garments, and 
turn tothe Lord your God, for he is gracious and 
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pentance, saying to 0 the Lord, I koew that die art 
a grasious God, merciful, ‘slow to anger, and of 


great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil, John 


iv. 1. if man must be punished by an ahaslebe de- . 


cree from eternity ;. before he had a being, or could. 


sin against the Lord? 


~ Query 30.. Wherefore did the prophet say, ‘He 
hath shewed thee, O man;. what is good, and what 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?? 
Micah vi. 8. If it were impossible forthe greatest 
part of mankind to attain unto this? Why should 
God require it, if he had not put man in a capacity 
of doing it? Should. we not account it injustice 
even in men if they should command us ‘to do that, 
which they know we have no power to perform? 

Query 31. Furthermore why should the proph- 
et say, ‘I'he Lord is slow to anger (if it were not so). 
and great in power, and will not-at all acquit the 
wicked,’ Nah..i. 3. Ifhe hath no regard to the do- 
Ings of mankind, as according to this. doctgine, he 
hath not, but only to his own absolute decree from 
eternity? 

Query Moreover why. did the prophet Ha- 
bakkuk say, ‘I will stand upon my watch, and set 
me upon-the tower, and will watch to see what he 
will say.unto me, and’ what I shall answer, when I 
am reproved,’ Hab. ii. 1... And not rather say, if 


I be one that is predestinated fo life, I need do noth- 


ing but what I please, be it good or bad, it cannot 
alter God's absolute decree; and if I be of that 


- number that is for damnation; let my diligence and 


seeking be what it will, it will avail me nothing ? 
Query 33. was itesaid, ‘It shall come to 

pass, at the time that I will. search Jerusalem with 

candles, and punish, the men that are settled on their 
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Tees, that say in their heart, the Lord will not do 


good, neither will he do evil; therefore their:-poods 
shall become a booty, and their houses a desclation, 
and I will bring distress upon men, because they 
have sinned against the Lord, and their blood shall 
be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung, 
neither their silver, nor their gold, shall be able to 
deliver them in the day of the Lord’s wrath.’ Zeph. 

3%. 12,13,17,18. Was it not because they had sin- 
ned apainst the Lord, that this distress was to come 
upon them? Ther efore where is the absolute de- 


Query 84. Wherefore did the prophet Haggai 
eall God’ s-people to consider, what circumstances 
they were under, and say, ‘Ye have sown much, and 


bring in little; ye eat, but have not enough ; ye drink, 


but are not_ filled with drink ; ye clothe you, but 
there is none warm ; ye looked for much, and lo, 


jt came to little ; and when ye brought it ‘home, I 
did blow upon it. Why? saith the Lord of host — 
 Becaus@gof mine house, that is waste.’ Hag. i. 6,9: 

Was it God's decree that his house should lie waste, 


that his people might be punished? For according 


to this predestinarian doctrine, hath not God de- 
creed, whatever cometh to pass? 


Quer y 35. Why did the angel of the Lord say 
unto Joshua, ‘Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, If thou 


wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my 


charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and 
shalt also keep my courts, and I will give thee places 


to walk among those that stand by?? Zech. ii 7 | 
| May we not. see that it Was upon condition, that — 


Joshua was to be acc of God, and to have 
such a great place; as Y judge his house? But if 


axceptance had been by an absolute decree, might 


not foshaa have had it forever, without any condi- 
tions? 
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‘Suery $6. What was the reason that the propti- 
ds § et Zechariah, exhotted God's people in the name of 
n, |  . the Lord, saying, ‘Execute true judgment, and shew 
ey mercy and compassions every man to his brother, 
all ‘and eppress not the widow, nor the fatherless, nor 
g | ther stranger, nor the poor, and let none of you 
to imagine evil against his brother in your heart: But 
h, they refused to hearken,and pulled away the should- 
n- er, and stopped their ears, that they should not hear;. 
1e¢ | -yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, &e. 
e- fF Therefore came a great wrath from the Lord of 


. hosts. Therefore it is come to pass that as he cried, 
at, and they would not hear; so they cried and I would 


as not hear, saith the Lord of hosts.’ Zech. vil. 9,10, 

id ¢ 11,12,13. Now if it was because that they obey - 
_ ed not the voice of the Lord, by the prophet, that 
ut —s—s the great wrath came upon them, as is before ex- 
0, °  . pressed ; then it was not because of any absolute: 


I i decree, for God is more righteous, more merciful,. 


and more just, than to briag wrath upon men, for 
9, ¥ that which they could in no wise avoid; and if it. 
absolutely decreed from eternity, how could: | 
@ shun it? 
ae Query 37. Moreover why did the prophet Ma- | 
: lachi say, ‘Now, O ye priests, this commandment. 
y is ioryou: ifye ‘will not hear, and if ye will not lay 
mo it to heart, to give glory unto my name, saith the 
y os Lord of hosts, I will even send a curse upon you, 
d and I will Curse your blessings ; yea, I have cursed 
sf them already, because ye do not lay it to heart.” 


7. Mal. ii. 1,2. Now whether they were cursed, be- 
... cause they did not give glory to the Lord’s name, 
nor let it take impression upon them, that they 
might keep his covenant? Or because of an abso- 
lute decree, from eternity ? If any say ky an abso- 
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Jote decree, do not they contradict God himself, and 


_ the prophet, who spake in the name of the Lord? 


Query 88. Doth not this predestinarian doctrine 
make the coming of Christ void, and his prayers, 
sermons and exhortations ineffectual to a great part 
of mankind? For if men be of the number that is _ 
elected absolutely to salvation ; what need have they 
to regard any of these, but go on in what the flesh 
most delights | in; but if they are predestinated to 
damnation, it is neither Christ's ccming, sermons, 
or prayer, death, resurrection, or ascension, will do 
them any good ; for according to the’ docrine of ab- 
solute predestination, the decree must stand, wheth- | 
er for salvation cr damnation. 

Query 39. Whether the man that came to Jesus, 
and asked him, ‘Good master, what shall I do, that 
[ may inherit eternal life, Mark x. 17. was hindered 
because of God’s. absolute decree, or. because 
he did not observe the conditions, upon which 


‘Christ promised it to him, viz. ‘By selling 


what he had, and giving it to the poor,. and taking 
up his cross and following Christ’??. If we say by 
an absolute decree, do not we ‘pervert. Christ’s 
words, who told him (viz. the man) that he might. 
have treasure in heaven, if he observed the condis 
tions aforesaid ? 

Query 40. Why did the angel declare the birth’ 
and ¢ coming of Christ, to the shepherds? Luke iis 


(10. ‘Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 


which shall be to all people,’ &c. And why did 


- old Simeon likewise confirm it, when the Holy 


Ghost was upon him, and. the came by the Spirit 
into the temple,’ verse 25, 27. with these words, , 
‘Lord, now lettest thou thy servant departin peace 
according to thy word ;. for mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation, which thou hast pr epared before the 


face of 1g I people, alight to li ighten the Gentiles, and: 
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the glory of thy people tstuel. > Verse 29, 30, 31, 
32. If God had shut out the greatest part of nhan- 


_kind by an absolute decree from eternity, from re- 
_ ceiving any advantage thereby ; how are they good 


tidings of great joy to such, wko are barred the 
benefit by the aforesaid deoree 

Query 41. Why should Jesus declare of the 
great love of Ged, as in John iii. 16, 17, 18. and 
say, ‘God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him, 


should not perish, but have everlasting life; for 


God sent not his Son into the world to condewan the 
world, but that the world through him might be 
saved ; he that-believeth on him is mot condemned ; 


but he ‘that believeth not, is condemned already, be- 


sause he hath not believed i in the name‘of the only | 


begotten Son of God.’ If the doctrine of absolute 


predestination be true ; for here we may see con- 
demnation t 1S pronounced by our Lord, because of 
men’s unbelief ; Christ doth not say, God’s abso- 
Jute decree from eternity hath made it impossible 
for the greatest part of mankind, to have everlasting 


Jife, but they that believe not on him, whom God 
had sent; but if we should say God’s decree hath 


made it impossible ; will it not be a direct contra- 
dicting of Christ ? 


Query 42. Do not we are also in Acts x. 84, 
35. ti that Peter spoke expressly concerning accept- 
ance with God, upon conditions, when he said, — 
‘Of a truth I perceive God is no respecter of per- 


sons; but in every nation he that feareth him, and 


worketh righteousness, is accepted with him? 


And then where is the decree that can hinder man 


from-acceptance with God, if he fear him, and 


work righteousness 


= 
a 
4 
fe 
¥ 
La 
™ 
a 
. 
. 
i 
2) 
y 
‘ 
é 
hs 
if 
¥ 
x 
‘ 
| 
2 
= 
+ 


22 

| Rurey 43, Why: should apostle Paul say 
to the Romans, ‘As by the offence of one, jodg- 
ment came upon all men to condemnation ; even 
so by the righteousness of one, the free gift came 
upon all men unto justificgtion of life,” Rom. v. 18. 
if there had been an absolute decree from eternity 
‘tothe contrary? But the apostle speaketh very” 


plainly, that the free gift came upen all; and what — 


is more frée than that. which is come upon all? 
And therefore where i is. the absolute decree to the, 


contrary 


Query 44 Why should the apostle 1 Cor. 
xv. 22. ‘For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 


- shall all be made alive ?? Anz] if Christ died for 


all that qwere dead in Adam, then where is the num- 


ber decreed for damnation, or that have not the > 


offer of salvation by Christ? . 

Query 45. Why should the apostle say, ‘Know- 
ing the terror of the Lord, we persuade men ;’ if he 
had believed there was no possibility of salvation for 
the greater part of mankind? For according to 
this predestinarian doctrine, it doth appear there 
was not ; eherefory to what purpose was it, or is it, 


to persuade any ? For they who are elected to_ 


salvation by this absolute decree, stand in need of 


_ no persuasion ; and those that are predestinated to 


damnation, it wilt do them no good ; so according 


to this doctrine, the apaee’s labour seems to be 


in vain. 

Query 46. Sicgeower why should the apostle 
be so fervent to preach the word of God, Colos. i. 
28. saying, ‘Whom we preach, warning every man, 
and teaching everyman in all wisdom, that we may 
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus,’ if God 
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made salvation impossible to the greater part 
: of mankind, by an absulute decree from eternity 
ee Query 47. Furthermore, why should the apos- 
| - tle Paul say, 1 Timothy ii. 1, 2, 3, 4 ‘I exhort 
J therefore. that supplieations, prayers, be made for 
| all men ;’ but that he. affirmed it to be ‘good and | 
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who will - 
have all men to be saved, and come to the kaow- 
edge of the truth ?” Where then is the absolute m3 
decree? 
Query 48. Why did the apostle Peter say, ‘The | 
Lord is not slack concerning his promise, (as some 
men count slackness) but long suffering to us-ward, 
not willing that any shculd perish, but that all should 
come to repentance ;’ 2 2 Pet. iii. 9. if there had been 
an absolute décree from eternity, of predestinating 
\ some to damnation, as according to this doctrine, ~~ 
| some are so predestinated? Now, whether the | 
| apostle did speak truth, yea, or nay, who plainly — 
/ declared that it is not God’s will, ‘That any should 
perish, but that a'l come to repentance 
“Therefore consider what kind of doctrine that is, 
which giveth:God and Christ the contradiction, as 
well as the holy prophets and apostles ; openeth a 
door of carelesness and security to some, and ma-_ 
_ keth the coming of Christ, and the preaching of the 
— gospel wholly useless and ineffectual to others. O 
that the vail of ignorance and blindness, that is up- 
on the minds of the maintainers of this doctrine, 
- were taken off, that tney might come to see the — 
glory of the pure ev angelical doctrine and ministry, 
- wherein the love of God is held forth to all the 
sons and daughters of men, upon their repentance 
— towards Ged, and faith towards our Lord Jesus 
| Christ, “Who tasted death for every man.’ Heb, ii.9. 
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And. ‘Is thet propitiation for. our sins; and not 
for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world. 1 John ii.2. The Light, the Way, the 


Truth, the Life, and besides ‘whom, there is no 
Savior. 
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‘ Raper concerning Such as. are made 


{ober ninded. people to cane ous among 
ch is uphel held by al a Law giyen 
y to ot ‘If ix be Antic and whether 
VMisliftery was fire ‘that haled_ out of the thay were 
ay w her Pauf’s Miniftery was not. you sow perlt 
ares, Whoweat into the Synagogues to reafen with, nem, after. the fame; 
op ~ pier as wee: dot: vyho. received ery from man wneherhad 
man; though he was brought the of: 


up at. 
fits Chrift ; and now with the Same light, your. form of prayer,‘ 
n ‘without the power, itis as. drei and.dung co.me,and thatdive 
in'the Ife, who know Chiift to be the high Prich over the: houthold of God, 
- whofe Govemimént is on his. oulders, will not acquit the wicked): 
Shall the evilldoer pe his’ sand ; for the hand of the Lord js freghed | i 
"dy the bareing ‘of ‘aime we Sayed from all which 
by no other means could be done ; for whea Lwal lowing in’ my’ blond, ‘and 
pittied me, nor none could’cite my ‘difeafe, vhen, 
 mifery » inthe cloudy and dark day> when'no lis ht appeared, then was 


dewing nen, but darknefs was ever the whole mewwhich was my.greac 
but fometimcs hope was an ‘anchor, that it fhowld not be alwaies: Soy but: 
when the flood came Iwasas one overwhelmed with forrows for all my: ange, 
and my prayers ‘returned in vain; while I was aGing tor life, we 
in'me, which groaned for deliverance and the groans of, that.was-heatd,y and 
siot my prayers, then the Son of (nels appeared co. me, with healing 
urider his wings, then he rent the vail, and uncovered all tha I had done, and 
me the book wherein all my aétions were {et down, Thad aded..as 
 gainft him ever fince I was a childe , and. indeed I could read init, andknewe 
- was written there, then was the acceptable yeer of the Lard Gody-andche 
of vengeance to the ungodly In Me, was the vials of the wrath of God 
wred forth upon me wihage d indeed ic was given, me.to drink deep: 
but I defire Im be ¢ {pared, but it was to Jee me fee that had Sinned 
agamit God, and I thou dbear his. indignation, untill he did plead NY 
‘for 1 was condemned bus th ofthe Son of Godranfomed me.and 
brought me into freedom, whic ne other. could be. dene 
fiiewed me his doéttine,and be Law ipme, an d placed his word 
which js an stor himfelt, anda all the ‘world chasthei: 
_ deeds are evil, who hath caufed all:my bones 
bié; andico flag: nken: bis th of himfelé could noe. 
bie Shaken was n,.and by his 


edand by hisdighs 
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